
Welcome Back CIM Students!  

Meet Our New Faces  
CIM Welcomes two new people to the program this fall  

Welcome back! Weõre excited to kick off another 

semester here at the CIM program in the Del E. 

Webb School of Construction and the Ira A. Fulton 

School of Engineering at ASU. Weõve got an exciting 

year ahead, and weõre glad that you are a part of it!  

 

In this newsletter, youõll be introduced to some new 

faces youõll see this semester; hear updates from our 

Director, Luke Snell; learn what CIM students were 

up to this summer; find out whatõs going on with 

ACI; and get an overview of some of the exciting 

CIM events that are coming up this semester. Enjoy 

reading and we hope to see you around soon!  

Edwin C. Weaver, PE 

Senior Lecturer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CIM program welcomes Edwin C. 

Weaver, PE as Senior Lecturer.  Mr. 

Weaver will be teaching CIM 205: Quality 

Control for Concrete Construction and 

CIM 450: Soil Mechanics, along with assist-

ing with other courses during the fall se-

mester. Read more about Mr. Weaver on 

page 3.  

Khara OõConnell 

Program Coordinator, Sr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIM also welcomes Khara OõConnell to the 

program as Program Coordinator, Sr.  

Khara will primarily be handling the recruit-

ment strategies for the program, although 

she will be working on a few other initia-

tives as well. Read more about Khara on 

page 3. 
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Directorõs Corner 

Zoo Project  

7) We had a student work-

ing over the summer on the 

ACI Cube competition.   

This competition requires 

the students to make con-

crete that meets a weight 

and a strength requirement. 

Those closest to the re-

quirements are the winners. 

This is the first time ASU 

students will enter this 

competition. Student teams 

from all over the world will 

compete and the competi-

tion will be fierce. Keep 

your fingers crossed for our 

student teamõs first attempt 

at this competition. 

 

This will be an exciting year 

for the CIM program.  

Thanks to your help, we are 

on target for a great year. 

Read on, meet our new 

additions to the CIM pro-

gram, see what our students 

are doing , and learn about 

our plans for the new year. 

The Concrete Industry Man-

agement Program (CIM) at 

Arizona State University is 

now one year old. This last 

year had much accomplished 

that we can be proud of. 

 

1) The Arizona State Univer-

sity Student Chapter of the 

American Concrete Institute 

(ACI) was organized.  This 

will be the official Student 

Organization for CIM stu-

dents.  

 

2) Student teams from ASU 

finished second in the Con-

crete Construction Competi-

tion.  Over 50 teams from 

Universities in the USA, Can-

ada and India competed to 

solve a unique construction 

problem.  Our student team 

was funded to go to the ACI 

Convention in Atlanta to 

present their solution. 

 

 

3) Over 61 students took 

concrete classes in the first 

year. Four separate classes 

were taught. We want to 

thank Jim Willson and Jon 

Chastain for assisting us in 

teaching classes for the CIM 

Program. 

 

4) Our website - 

www.asucim.com is up and is 

being maintained. Please visit 

this site for current CIM 

news. 

 

5) The CIM program is getting 

involved with research and 

student projects. In 2007, our 

program did over $10,000 in 

research and projects.  

 

6) We hired two new people 

for the program. Khara 

OõConnell as the Student Re-

cruiter and Edwin Weaver. 

Later in this letter you will 

find more details about them. 

 

On Saturday, August 25th, a 

number of CIM students, 

faculty, and staff participated 

in a concrete pour held at the 

Phoenix Zoo.  The concrete 

is being used to build struc-

tures to support an equine 

therapy program for children.  

 

Several local companies do-

nated concrete and labor for 

this project.  

Helping out at the zoo  
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Various photos from the project  

Luke Snell, Director of CIM 

CIM Updates 

http://www.asucim.com/


New Faces, contõd 

New Faces, contõd 

 

 

Khara OõConnell, contõd 

 

Khara OõConnell joined the 

Del E. Webb School of 

Construction and the CIM 

program at the beginning of 

the fall semester. Khara 

possesses a bachelorõs de-

gree in Communication 

from the University of Ar-

kansas and will complete an 

M.Ed. in Higher and Post-

secondary Education at 

ASU this December.  

 

Khara has experience with 

student recruiting through 

TRiO programs in both 

Arkansas and Vermont. She 

also has held positions in 

student financial aid and 

student activities, rounding 

out her experience in 

higher education.  

 

Khara has plans to re-

cruit some great new stu-

dents for CIM in the up-

coming year. Khara is also 

available to current CIM 

students to assist them with 

accessing various campus 

resources.  

 

Khara is excited about her 

new position at the Del E. 

Webb School of Construc-

tion and the CIM program 

and the challenges that lie 

ahead. Feel free to stop by 

her temporary office in USE 

148A to say hello.  
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Edwin C. Weaver, contõd 

 

Mr. Edwin C. Weaver, PE has 

joined the faculty in the Del 

E. Webb School of Construc-

tion as a Senior Lecturer to 

assist in the development of 

the newly formed Construc-

tion Industry Management 

(CIM) degree program.  Mr. 

Weaver comes from NC 

State University where he 

was a member of the Con-

struction Engineering and 

Management (CEM) degree 

program faculty for the last 

seven years.  Earlier this 

year, Mr. Weaver received 

the 2006-2007 Kimley-Horn 

Faculty Award at NC State.  

The recipient of the award is 

chosen by a committee of 

both faculty and students of 

the department.  Part of Mr. 

Weaverõs responsibilities at 

NC State also included Con-

struction Extension and Out-

reach that entailed non-

credit educational opportuni-

ties, technology transfer, and 

applied research activities 

with industry. 

 

In addition to his teaching 

responsibilities in the Gen-

eral Construction and CIM 

degree programs at Arizona 

State University, Mr. Weaver 

plans to be involved in sev-

eral research areas including 

Contracts and Specifications 

for Concrete Construction, 

Concrete Paving for Air-

fields and Roadways, and 

Safety during Concrete and 

Masonry Construction Op-

erations.  Mr. Weaver was 

the faculty advisor for the 

Associated General Con-

tractors (AGC) and the 

National Association of 

Home Builders (NAHB) 

student chapter organiza-

tions at NC State and he 

hopes to continue his in-

volvement with these or-

ganizations while at Ari-

zona State. 

Stop by the USE 

building to say hello 

to the new members 

of the CIM family!  

New CIM Faces 



ACI Opens Chapter in Algeria  

Mongolia: From the Ger to High Rise Construction  

By Billie Snell  

enough Algerian members 

could be gathered to start 

the chapter.   

On November 19, 2006, 

the American Concrete 

Institute opened a chapter 

in Algeria. The chapter is 

located on the west side of 

Algeria in a town called 

Tlemcen. Luke Snell, Direc-

tor of the CIM program at 

ASU and Abdeldjelil (DJ) 

Belarbi, Distinguished Pro-

fessor of Civil Engineering 

at the University of Mis-

souri-Rolla (both ACI mem-

bers), contributed to 

launching the Algeria Chap-

ter.  

 

The idea started in 2004 at 

a three day seminar on con-

crete in Algeria. Most of the 

buildings in Algeria are con-

crete. The citizens of Alge-

ria were interested in start-

ing a chapter of ACI, but 

the cost of membership was 

too high for most of them 

to afford.  

 

When a lower 

priced electronic 

rate became 

available, several 

USA ACI chap-

ters and compa-

nies, including the 

Arizona chapter 

of ACI, contrib-

uted support so 

University of Science and 

Technology.  On previous 

trips, the Snells had taught 

the Floating Concrete kits 

in various Grade schools in 

Mongolia. 

Luke and Billie Snell pre-

sented this particular topic 

at the August 15th meeting 

of the Arizona Chapter of 

the American Concrete In-

stitute.  Luke covered the 

technical side of the various 

Mongolian concrete and 

construction problems and 

difficulties.  Mongolia is un-

dergoing some very tough 

and rapid changes in their 

Democratic government and 

their construction.   

 

Billie covered the more per-

sonal items ð religion, living 

conditions, animals, and tal-

ents of the people. She also 

spoke on her teaching the 

Paper Bridge kit this past 

year to the University stu-

dents from the Mongolian 

Register NOW 

for Testing and 

Acceptance 

Procedures for 

Concrete 

sponsored by 

the Arizona 

Chapter of 

ACIñSee 

registration 

form included in 

this newsletter.  

The nomadic homeñthe ger  New construction within Mongolia  

Algeriaõs ACI Chapter 

Poster from Algeria ACI meeting 
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